











World Council Secretary Visser ’t Hooft and Bishop Oxnam invite the President to next summer’s Evanston meeting. 
—RNS Photo 
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Those Teen-Agers 


TO THE OUTLOOK 


I am a youth leader myself and that is 
why the problem of Up-to-Date Teen-Agers 
(OUTLOOK, Oct. 26) affects me very much. 
Of course, I see the problem from the Bra- 
zilian point of view. It’s mainly a question 
of leadership in the church and at home. 
Try to make your teen-age daughter under- 


stand that it is very easy and not important 
at all to be on the side of the majority—it is 
quite difficult and very important to be dif- 
ferent, to choose things in life that other 
people put away as being old fashioned. Tell 
her that ‘‘old-fashioned’’ is a good excuse 
used by many people to run away from their 
responsibilities as to being salt and light on 
the earth. Point out to her, in a very spe- 
cial manner, the world situation, the conse- 
quences of war, as disillusionment, death and 
hunger that arise from it. If you can, try to 
tell her that there are many boys and girls 
all over the world taking the responsibilities 
and the privileges of being the heralds of 
God in this world of sorrow and they, in a 
real sense, are important, very important! 
Dear and indispensable old-fashioned par- 
ents, have you ever tried this way of helping 
your teen-age d.ughter? If she understands, 
I am sure other things will take the place of 
smoking. drinking. etc., and. by the way, 
tell her that cosmetics and new fashions in 
clothes have their place in life, but not such 
an important one. She will agree with you. 
PAULINA STEFFEN 
Sao Paulo, Brazi! 
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These People Join 
Thousands More 


In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite* 


(Continued from last issue) 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! summarizing an editorial series, with 
more than 140 signatures, will be sent free of 
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In the Event of Union 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I am opposed to union for several reasons, 
and I am located in a presbytery that will 
vote against union. But here is my prob- 
lem: If the majority of presbyteries vote for 
union, I will join them and be with the 
majority. My church is opposed to union. 
Now what shall I do? I cannot stay in my 
local church as pastor, or in this presbytery. 
Will there be a church willing to call me as 
pastor even though I am about 50 years old? 

A MINISTER WITH A PROBLEM. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Union depends, upon 
a favorable vote not by a majority of the 84 
presbyteries but by three-fourths. Anyway, 
why this or any other minister should be 
concerned about such a problem is not clear. 
In the first place, it is probable that very 
few of those who may vote against union will 
decline to abide by the vote of the church, 
just as those who compose the minority on 
other questions at the present time abide by 
Presbyterian procedure. But even if a con- 
gregation should claim the special provision 
(its own withdrawal by a 3/4 vote) there is 
no reason why a minister could not be called 
elsewhere. 


Santa—A Falsehood 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I wish some present-day Luther or Calvin 
would rise up and throw out that idolatrous 
Santa Claus who wears a red suit and white 
whiskers and invades our Sunday schools 
Christm.s. The church should never 
teach a falsehood. 

SARAH EDITH (Mrs. O. W.) WELCH. 

Old Hickory, Tenn. 


every 


Defining Ecumenical 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The answer given by James E. Bear to 
the question about the Ecumenical Move- 
ment, as reported in the November 9 issue of 
THE OUTLOOK is well taken. However, 
this seems as good an opportunity as any to 
raise the question of definition of terms. 
Having participated very actively in our local 
council of churches and in other cooperative 
endeavors, I become increasingly aware of 
the stark necessity of clear and _ distinct 
definition. 

Had I an opportunity to contribute to the 
building of an ‘‘ecumenical’’ vocabulary, my 
suggestion would be that the word ‘‘ecumeni- 
eal" be reserved for application to those sit- 
uations where its essential meaning of ‘‘world 
wide"’ is appropriate; employing some such 
expression as ‘‘cooperative movement’ (ad- 
jective ‘‘cooperational’’) for use in connec- 
tion with councils of churches and other in- 
terdenominational activities. 

A couple of years ago, the Methodists held 
a world assembly of their people from all 
over the world at Oxford, England. Some 





folks raised the question as to why they 
should have called it an Ecumenical Assem. 
bly. But I think they were quite right in 
doing so, employing a more exact use of 
Ecumenical than most interdenominationaj 
assemblies do. 

Incidently, I must not miss this opporty. 
nity of thanking you for the leadership yoy 
and your staff have given to the movement 
toward unity of our two great denominators. 
Presbyterians have given outstanding leader. 
ship to the cooperative movement. Let ys 
not frustrate this effort by continued division 
among ourselves. More exact definitions 
would help here too! 





JOHN OLDMAN, Jr. 
Wilmington, Del. 





° I 
Thanks to Friends | 
About ten years ago this paper enterea : 


upon a new era because of the prayers, 
concern and financial help of many, 
many friends. During these years it 
has made highly-satisfactory progress 
in seeking to serve the church. 


Recently, however, it has been the 
recipient of additional goodwill and help 
which justifies the following report. 

When the effort of ten years ago was 
begun everybody connected with the’ 
venture had only one purpose—to aid in | 
the development of the best possible 
paper in the service of our church and / 
our Lord. The terms of the charter of 
incorporation, however, put this enter. | 
prise in a business bracket where it did 
not really belong, subjecting it to cer- 
tain taxes and postal rates which other 
such publications do not have to pay. 

During all these years not a stock- 
holder has received one penny on his 
“‘investment.’’ Not a one has suggested 
that he should, for these people under- 
stood the purpose of the venture and 
shared fully in it. Now, however, prac | 
tically every one of these stockholders 
(whose address is known) has gladly} 
surrender his stock to enable the estab 
lishment of a more efficient and appro | 
priate corporation which will operate! 
just as most other such publications | 
operate, relieving us of a good many 
details which are not usually the cor 
cern of church-related endeavors, 

Under the title of Outlook Publishers, 
Incorporated, the paper will be ond 


lished, with practically the same direc 
tors—and with exactly the same purpose 
as heretofore. | 
To all our friends who made the} 
launching possible in 1943 and to those 
who have continued their support through 
the years, and particularly in this new 
demonstration of faith and confidence, 
we are profoundly grateful.—Editors 








CHARLOTTE BROWN — A MOTHER IN CHINA 


The story of Charlotte Thompson Brown, Missionary to China, 1909-49. 
By Frank A. Brown; Foreword by Dr. Edward D. Grant. 114 pages; $1.50; 
slightly more to foreign lands. Order from and make checks payable to 


F. A. Brown, U. S. Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 








10e a copy, $4.00 a year. 





Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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World Statesmen 
Sustained by Hope 
Says Visser ’t Hooft 


President Hears Sermon 
in National Church 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Christian 
statesmen have a hope that can sustain 
them through the greatest of difficulties 
and disappointments, W. A. Visser ’t 
Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, told a congrega- 
tion here which included President and 
Mrs. Eisenhower. (See cover.) 

National Presbyterian church was 
filled to overflowing as the World Coun- 
cil leader occupied its pulpit as guest 
preacher to climax a busy week in 
Washington. 

While the President and other govern- 
ment leaders in the congregation lis- 
tened intently, Dr. Visser ’t Hooft com- 
pared the present world crisis with that 
which faced the early Christians, 

“They triumphed over pagan cults 
largely because they ‘out-hoped’ them,”’ 
he said. ‘‘Alone among the philosophies 
of the day, Christianity held out a hope 
that man could better his condition.’’ 

Political systems have betrayed the 
hopes of man, the World Council secre- 
tary said, drawing a grim picture of a 
restless, cynical generation in Europe 
that has no faith and asserts there are 
no objectives in life beyond mere exist- 
ence, 

“In the United States, hope for a 
better world has perhaps lasted the 
longest, but even here one can see grow- 
ing signs of cynicism and pessimism,”’’ 
Dr, Visser ’t Hooft warned. 

“A great diplomat said recently,’’ he 
added, ‘‘that the thing that differentiates 
a Christian statesman in the world is 
that he has a hope, so secure in the 
foundation of faith, that he will continue 
working for man’s betterment despite 
countless disappointments and defeats.’’ 

The Christian Church should be a 
great beacon of hope for civilization, 
he said, but cannot be unless it finds a 
more united voice which puts aside the 
differences of yesterday and looks to- 
ward ‘“‘the glorious Kingdom of God that 
is tomorrow.”’ 

“That is why the Second Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches is so 


GENERAL COUNCIL MAPS ADVANCE PLANS 


Twenty-five of 26 members of the Gen- 
eral Council of the General Assembly 
attended the fall meeting of the council 
in Atlanta and named the following 
chairmen of committees: 

Budget and Stewardship, John Well- 
ford, Memphis; Program, P. D. Miller, 
Atlanta; Publicity, W. G. Foster, Alex- 
andria, La.; Research, Wm. C. Robin- 
son, Decatur, Ga. 

James A. Jones, Charlotte, was re- 
elected chairman and John N, Thomas, 
Richmond, Va., vice-chairman. 

The council was presented figures on 
the church’s growth during the past ten 
years, showing a membership increase 
of 35% (to 747,876) and a 261% increase 
in gifts to all causes. At the depth of 
the war years in 1943 total gifts were 
$14,172,448 while last year, reflecting in 
part the national economy, they totaled 
$51,114,722. 

A special committee is studying a re- 
quest of the Board of Church Extension 
that a long-range program be projected 
and that 1956 be made a special year 
for Christian Higher Education. 

The research committee reported 
progress on a study of ‘‘Methods of In- 
doctrination,’’ by Robert Bluford, Ra- 
leigh, N. C. A new committee was 
named to study the relation of elders 
and deacons. 

The General Council will recommend 


to the next Assembly that the Board of 
Christian Education be authorized to 
conduct Elder-Deacon-Pastor conven- 
tions in all synods in 1956. 


Single Appeal Asked 


North Carolina’s General Council has 
asked for the combination of a number 
of requests for special offerings into a 
single appeal. A committee is studying 
this. 

The General Council is also planning 
a pamphlet that will set forth the As- 
sembly’s position which condemns such 
money-making activities as bazaars, 
fairs and the like when conducted by 
church organizations. 

J. G, Patton, the executive secretary, 
was praised by the Council for his serv- 
ice during the past ten years and Celeste 
Jackson, treasurer, was also com- 
mended. Both were presented gifts by 
the Council members. 

Dr, Patton asked that tenure of Coun- 
cil membership be studied in view of 
the fact that within three years, under 
Assembly rules, there will be a com- 
pletely new Council. He suggested the 
possibility of non-successive six-year 
terms, with one-third of the members 
elected every two years. 

He also asked consideration of the 
addition of a man to the staff to work 
with churches in raising building funds. 


St. Johns Deposes Minister 


After Three Citations, St. Petersburg Pastor Removed for Contumacy 


After three citations to appear before 
the Presbytery of St. Johns, none of 
which was heeded, E. R. Barnard of 
Central Church, St. Petersburg, Fla., 
was deposed from the ministry on the 
grounds of contumacy by unanimous 
vote of the presbytery. 

Last summer Dr. Barnard, who has 
been pastor of the church for 30 years, 
notified his presbytery that Central 
church would not consider itself as be- 


important,’’ Dr. Visser 't Hooft added. 
‘“‘We have to get the churches looking 
toward tomorrow in keeping with our 
theme ‘Jesus Christ, the Hope of the 
World.’ He is our only hope today.”’ 


longing to it any longer, whereupon a 
commission was appointed and directed 
to take whatever steps might be neces- 
sary in accordance with the Book of 
Church Order. (OUTLOOK, Oct. 19). 

After the presbytery’s recent action 
was taken Dr. Barnard was transferred 
as a member of the church to the First 
church, St. Petersburg. In such a case 
he can be cited to appear before the 
Session for trial. To ignore such a cita- 
tion could lead eventually to excom- 
munication. Dr, Barnard was quoted as 
indicating that he will ignore the pres- 
bytery’s action as ‘‘ridiculous.”’ 


On the Sunday following his deposi- 
tion, he did not preach in his former 
pulpit. The preacher on that occasion 








was Prof. Jack Miller, Philadelphia, as- 
sociate of the Haven of Grace, a refuge 
for Hebrew Christians. A picture of the 
former pastor standing in the pulpit on 
that Sunday appeared in local papers 
the following day. 


No Control Recognized 


Dr. Barnard was quoted as stating to 
the congregation that the church would 
continue its scheduled program and he 
would lead it as heretofore. ‘‘Come to 
church next Sunday,”’ he said, ‘‘and you 
will find us here as we have been the 
last 30 years. We are a democratic 
nation and no organization, ecclesiasti- 
cal or otherwise, has any control what- 
soever over the bodies of its members. 
We shall continue as we always have 
and have notified the presbytery of our 
determined position.”’ 


At the same time the preacher re- 
peated charges against the presbytery 
which he had made last summer and on 
other occasions, giving as his reasons 
for seeking to take the church out of 
the denomination: That the presbytery 
has ruled against use of the Scofield 
Bible ‘‘which stands 100 per cent for the 
fundamentals of the faith’’ [the General 
Assembly has ruled on this]; affiliation 
with the National Council of Churches; 
acceptance of the Interpreters’ Bible 





which, he said, ‘‘completely undermines 
the Messianic content of the Old Testa- 
ment’’; the General Assembly’s endorse- 
ment of Presbyterian reunion. 


Session Opposes Pastor 


Dr. Barnard claims that he is backed 
by a large majority of the congrega- 
tion but it is understood that a majority 
of the session has taken its stand with 
the presbytery against the former pas- 
tor. 

The following week the St. Johns Pres- 
bytery commission, assigned to the case, 
headed by John B, Dickson, pastor of 
the First church, Tampa, met to decide 
what should be done in regard to the 
church property. Dr. Dickson announced 
that the commission planned to take 
steps ‘‘to protect the dignity and honor 
of the church.”’ 

Under the law of the church the civil 
courts could be asked to recognize the 
presbytery’s right to enforce its decree 
in the Central church in case the con- 
gregation does not willingly accept. its 
decision. 

In such cases the customary procedure 
is for the courts to recognize that the 
property belongs to the congregation 
which is loyal to and recognized by the 
presbytery and to enforce the presby- 
tery’s decision. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering the question here from a radio-telephone panel is James E, Bear, 


professor in Union Seminary in Virginia 


RIGHT SABBATH 
Are we keeping the right Sabbath? 


BEAR: I suppose the question implies 
that in the mind of the inquirer there 
are two days which are said to be the 
proper ‘“Sabbath.”’ Back in the Old 
Testament, the seventh day of the week 
was the day that the Jewish people were 
commanded to keep as a day of rest, 
and yet we are faced with the fact that 
from the very early days of its history 
the Christian church ceased to keep the 
seventh day of the week, and kept Sun- 
day, the first day of the week, and Sun- 
day is sometimes called, or miscalled, 
the Christian ‘‘Sabbath.’’ The question 
would be, do the Christians who in vast 
majority keep Sunday as the Lord’s Day 
do wrong? Ought they to keep Satur- 
day, as the Jews did? Very few who 
claim to be Christians believe the sev- 
enth day should be kept. There are 
some-~-the Seventh Day Baptists and 
Seventh Day Adventists—but the vast 
majority of the Christian groups have, 
from the early days of the church, kept 
the first day of the week. There is no 
statement in the New Testament by 
Jesus or by the disciples, legislating 
such a change—that is perfectly true. 


4 


We do not know just when they began to 
make the change. We find them meet- 
ing in the Upper Room on the first day 
of the week, the day of the resurrection 
when Jesus appeared. They met the 
first day of the week, one week later, 
when Thomas was present. Pentecost 
came on the first day of the week, not 
on the Jewish Sabbath, and from the 
writings of the early church fathers we 
find it commonly stated and accepted 
that the early Christians met on the 
Lord’s Day, the first day of the week, 
and they met then, say these early 
church fathers, as a means of celebrat- 
ing the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Now, it has been said by some that the 
church celebrates the first day of the 
week because of the law passed by the 
Emperor Constantine. This was the first 
time when there was any legislation on 
the subject, but it is just a matter of 
history that he put in the form of a 
law a practice that had started long 
before that. Why had this practice 
started? There is just one explanation, 
as far as I know. This was one of the 
things that the Holy Spirit led the church 
to do. It was under his guidance that 
they began to worship on the first day of 
the week. 


MINISTERIAL 





MENTION 


CHANGES 


Z. T. Piephoff from the Bessemer 
church, Greensboro, N. C., to the 
Bethany church, 1200 S. Main St., Gra- 
ham, N. C, 

Samuel D. Regester from Troy, Pa., to 
204 E. 4th St., Emporium, Pa., Dec. 1, 

J. G. M. Ramsey from Lubbock, 
Texas, to Barstow, Texas. 

E. Z. Bello, who has been serving as 
stated supply of the Church of the Di- 
vine Savior, Dallas, Texas, was installed 
as pastor there Nov. 29. 

Delwyn R. Rayson, formerly pastor of 
the Greystone church, Elizabeth, N. J., 
has assumed his new duties as associate 
executive of the USA Synod of New 
Jersey, with responsibility for maintain- 
ing the effectiveness of churches affected 
by population trends to suburban areas. 
An additional assignment will be that of 
industrial evangelism. 

Robert D. Daffin from Ripley, Miss., 
to First church, Hallstead, Pa. 

Stuart M. Rohre, Army chaplain, from 
c/o P. M., San Francisco, to Box 107, 
Army and Navy Hospital, Hot Springs, 
Ark 





DEATHS 


Julius Preston Proffitt, 67, died un- 
expectedly in his sleep Nov. 15 at his 
home in Maxwelton, W. Va. Dr. Proffitt 
had been pastor of the Clifton Church 
there for 28 years. He served one other 
church, Rockfish, in West Hanover Pres- 
bytery, 1916-25. 

Mary Bigham, DCE in the Second 
church, Roanoke, Va., for the past 20 
years, died Nov. 27 as a result of a 
collision with a heavy truck at Stony 
Creek, Va. at a highway intersection. 
Funeral services were held at the ARP 
church, Chester, S, C. 


RETURNS 

Charles T. Leber, general secretary of 
Presbyterian, USA, Foreign Missions, 
recently returned from a_ five-months 
tour of India, Pakistan, Germany, Thail- 
and, Japan, Formosa and Indonesia. 

C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary 
of Presbyterian, U. S., World Missions, 
recently made a quick trip to Ecuador 
and return. 


RETIRED 

John W. Grier recently retired after 
serving for 45 years as pastor of the 
Huntersville, N. C., church. Last year 
Mr. Grier was chosen by the community 
Lions Club as ‘‘The Man of the Year.” 
He is continuing to supply the pulpit of 
his former church until a new pastor is 
secured. 
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Of Whom Shall I Be Afraid? 


SHOULD like to take as a text for 

what I have to say the last clause of 
the first verse of the Twenty-seventh 
Psalm: ‘Of whom shall I be afraid?’’ 
I would apply the question to the United 
States and to those of us who make up 
its citizenry. 

We are, to paraphrase the Apostle 
Paul, citizens of no mean country. We 
are more nearly self-sufficient than any 
nation the earth has known; nature has 
been indeed lavish in her endowments. 
Our production and distribution systems, 
the marvel of the planet, are certainly 
the most effective history has known. 
They have permitted us to attain an 
economic position which all the world 
envies. They have made it possible for 
us three times within one man’s life- 
time to equip and transport huge armies 
three and seven thousand miles from 
our shores to fight in freedom’s name. 


Taking what nature has given us 
and improving it with inventive, pro- 
ductive and commercial genius, we 
stand, in terms of power and the ca- 
pacity to muster force, as a Mt. 
Everest among the lesser hills. 


And yet, we seem to have lost along 
the way in the last few years what 
Holmes called ‘‘that faith in a universe 
not measured by our fears’’ and to have 
evidenced what the executive board of 
the American Friends Service Commit- 
tee calls ‘‘a spiritual failure of nerve.”’ 
I propose in what I have to say today to 
explore the how and why we got that 
way and to examine the dangerous 
miasma, reminiscent of the Dark Ages, 
into which it could lead us. 


Communism Is Evil! 


It is true that as a nation we face, 
across a dark chasm of ideology and of 
spirit, one of the most evil forces the 
world has ever known, a force more 
powerful than Fascism or Naziism ever 
was. It would destroy us if it could. I 
have been a personal witness to the 
brutality and the degradation which it 
brings upon men. I have had the mis- 
fortune to live in Germany during the 
first six months of Hitler’s regime and 
to become involved, as an antagonist 
representing the United States, in the 
processes by which the Kremlin took 
over Bulgaria and Rumania and at- 
tempted to take over Greece. I can 
testify as eloquently as anybody living 
to the evil of Communism and the dan- 
ger of Soviet imperialism. Most of my 
friends and many of my acquaintances 
in Bulgaria and Rumania have either 


*Publisher, Louisville Courier-Journal. 
Mr. Ethridge delivered this address at 
Kentucky State College. 
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been hanged, shot, imprisoned, tortured 
or exiled. The State Department files 
and even the public prints bear full tes- 
timony to the warnings I gave the Amer- 
ican government and to such people who 
heard or read me against the monstrous 
brutality and the power-lust of this force 
of darkness—this strongest of all reac- 
tionary forces against all the progress 
man has made since the Middle Ages 
toward attaining the good life of his own 
dignity. 

We do indeed face a danger from the 
outside, less I believe than in 1947, when 
an armed Russia might have conquered 
a disarmed Europe and America. The 
danger diminishes; I am one of those 
who believes that the Soviets lost that 
chance at world domination which they 
have so long cherished and that, as after 
the Napoleonic war when the Czar rode 
his horse down the Champs Elysee and 
enjoyed a brief moment as the dominant 
figure of the world, the tide has begun 
to recede. We are not safe yet; we 
must stay armed and increase our 
strength. In the political field we must 
enlarge our sympathy and step up our 
efforts to restore economic stability and 
encourage the legitimate aspirations of 
all those people who demand, as they 
have a right to demand, their independ- 
ence of foreign powers. 


We cannot for a moment relax the 
vigilance that is the price of liberty 
or diminish our passion for the wel- 
fare of mankind, 


But, to me and to many others, there 
is a danger greater than that, which 
comes from the inside: it is the fear of 
ourselves, the fear of our neighbors 
which has already whittled away a good 
many freedoms of the individual, a good 
many of the attributes of man’s dignity 
for which I am satisfied that all men 
yearn, 

Lest I be regarded as sharing a re- 
verse hysteria, let me summon a much 
more eminent witness who shares with 
me the feeling that the United States is 
passing through a degrading and dan- 
gerous period. God grant that it may 
be only a Black Friday, and that it, too, 
may quickly pass. 


Repression & Vengeance 


On his eightieth birthday, Justice 
Learned Hand surveyed the American 
scene. From his Olympian mind came 
these observations: 

‘“‘We are in the distressing position of 
all who find their axioms doubted: 
axioms which, like all axioms, are so 
self-evident that any show of dissidence 
outrages our morals and paralyzes our 
minds. And we have responded as men 


generally do respond to provocation; for 
the most part we seem to think of noth- 
ing better than repression; we seek to 
extirpate the heresies and wreak venge- 
ance upon the heretics. We have au- 
thentically reproduced the same kind of 
hysteria that swept over England in the 
time of Titus Oates and during the 
French revolut'on, and over ourselves 
after the Civil War and the First War, 
except that in our own case we have 
outdone our precedents.’’ 


The judge warns that the ‘doctrines 
which so frighten us constitute a faith 
which we must match with a faith, held 
with equal ardor and conviction,’”’ but 
that we may be in danger of ‘‘destroy- 
ing (the) foundations and abandoning 
(the) postulates of our own faith.’’ 

“What are its foundations and _ its 
postulates? On what have we staked 
our hopes?’’ he asks. The two questions 
he answers in these words: ‘“‘Is it less 
than the thesis, as yet quite unverified, 
that the path toward the Good Life is to 
assure unimpeded utterance to every 
opinion, to be fearful of all orthodoxies 
and to face the discords of the Tower of 
Babel; all with the hope that in the end 
the dross will somehow be automatically 
strained out, and we shall be left with 
the golden nuggets of truth?”’ 


Shall we, in other words, be afraid 
of truth and of man’s right to dissent? 


What is this force which threatens to 
make us destroy the foundations and 
abandon the postulates of our own faith? 
I agree with George Kennan, who in his 
recent brilliant Notre Dame speech said 
that they are ‘‘too diffuse to be de- 
scribed by their association with any 
one man or any one political concept’’; 
that they are yet largely matters of the 
mind and of the emotions, all marching, 
“in one way or another, under the ban- 
ner of an alarmed and exercised anti- 
communism—but an anti-communism of 
a quite special variety, bearing an air of 
excited discovery and proprietorship, as 
though no one had ever known before 
that there was a Communist danger.”’ 


Deeper Than One Man 


There are those who call it, super- 
ficially, I think, McCarthyism. That is 
flattering the evil genius of the Senator 
from Wisconsin too much; he is only an 
arch-angel of Darkness, not the devil 
himself. Our illness goes deeper than 
any one man. It is a malady of the 
soul that summons all the evil forces of 
the Inquisition, of the Cheka, of Hitler- 
ism, of Stalinism, of the Ku Klux Klan, 
and all those nauseous forces which 
claim dominion over the conduct and 
the souls of other men, 

The danger is that in our hysteria to 


5 








achieve what we regard as security, we 
tear out the real roots of security— 
man’s confidence in himself and in other 
men; in our hunt for subversives, de- 
fined by those who have arrogated to 
themselves the right to judge what is 
subversive and what is 100 per cent 
American, we create real subversives: 
those who would whittle away ancient 
and hard-won liberties; and we set in 
motion forces so dangerous that fre- 
quently they can be stopped only after 
they have left deep scars upon all of 
us, or as the French discovered in their 
revolution, only after a nation is sated 
with blood-letting and vengeance. 

What are the attributes of that mood 
of the moment of which I am talking? 
Let me be more specific than I have 
been. It is that spirit in Congress which 
has expressed itself in the McCarran 
Internal Security Act of 1950 and the 
McCarran-Walter Immigration Act of 
1952—both of them, in their way, ex- 
pressions of fear of fifth columns; both 
of them narrowing the concept of the 
competition of ideas so nobly expressed 
by Holmes. It is the spirit that gave 
rise to the recent revision of the govern- 
ment’s internal security program under 
which employes may be released for 
almost any reason, with their only real 
appeal to the head of the department in 
which they serve. That program is a 
violation of all the concepts of justice as 
far as the individual is concerned; it is 
the substitution of presumption of guilt 
for presumption of innocence. 

The Eisenhower administration will 
not be glorified by future Toynbees if its 
achievement is to be written in terms of 
giving oil and other rights back to the 
states, but of depriving the individual of 
protection that has become a part of our 
instinct for, and our structure of, justice. 


Traitors Become Informers 


This evil spirit of which I speak is 
that which tends to elevate in esteem 
confessed traitors who turn informers 
on others; the spirit which makes Con- 
gressmen and Senators, drunk with 
power, bully and browbeat those who 
appear before them if they have held 
views in the past which do not meet the 
orthodoxy of the moment; it is the spirit 
of the Inquisition in which poor dupes of 
the past, mostly guillible artists or emo- 
tional reeds of one kind or another, pa- 
rade before the altar of Congress to 
shrive their souls and try to save their 
jobs; it is the spirit which made our 
own Kentuckian, Mildren McAfee Hor- 
ton, the leading figure, as someone said 
in a letter to the New York Times, of a 
new playing of Kafka’s ‘‘The Trial,” in 
which the accused never knows what he 
is charged with or who his accusers are 
and never enters the courtroom where 
his case is decided, 

It is the spirit, in which groups, sitting 





in judgment upon what should be said, 
or thought, or read, or written, fire a 
librarian in Oklahoma for subscribing to 
the Nation; cancel a speech by Mary 
McLeod Bethune, a great and noble 
woman, because someone has whispered 
that she is subversive; boycott Copland’s 
music; arraign Sarah Lawrence and 
Vassar College as hotbeds of radicalism; 
drive Canada Lee, John Garfield and 
Larry Adler, to mention only a few, 
from the American stage; drum a man 


like John Carter Vincent, guilty at most 
of mistaken judgment, if indeed he was 


even that—guilty certainly, as I can 
testify, of a devout passion for the wel. 
fare of mankind—out of public life, and, 
on the anonymous reports of anony- 
mous scandalmongers, almost drive out 
‘Chip’? Bohlen, the man who knows 
more about Russia than any man in the 
Foreign Service. 


(Continued next week) 


® Segregation in the public schools is viewed as 


A Moral Issue 


HE CASE before the Supreme Court 

relative to segregation in the public 
schools involves moral issues which 
every American citizen must confront. 
Surely Christian people should be ac- 
quainted with these issues and be pre- 
pared to give guidance in these momen- 
tous days. 

It is not known when the decision of 
the Supreme Court will be handed down. 
Neither is it known what the nature of 
this decision will be. If the decision 
should be that segregation is not un- 
constitutional, there will be many who 
will heave a sigh of relief; others will be 
disappointed and disillusioned; and still 
others will feel that the issue is still to 
be confronted. 


If Unconstitutional 


Should the Supreme Court rule that 
segregation in the public school system 
is not constitutional, then the period of 
transition will be one of strain and trial. 
It will be necessary for all concerned to 
have patience; to practice restraint and 
self-control; in short, to behave in the 
manner to be expected of those in the 
American tradition, 


Quite obviously the influence of 
Christian people will have an impor- 
tant bearing upon the way in which 
our people adjust themselves to the 
claims of representative government. 


Are we aware of the far-reaching in- 
fluence which the church will have in 
shaping the attitudes of the American 
people in this matter? Have we made 
up our minds concerning the Christian 
position with respect to segregation? 
Have we made our decision after much 
study and prayer? Are we alert to the 





This statement, issued by the General Assem- 

bly's Division of Christian Relations and the 

Board of Women's Work, is being sent to 

women leaders in the church and all ministers 

along with a pamphlet, “Questions and An- 

swers—The Schools and the Courts," prepared 
by the Southern Regional Council. 


fact that a large segment of the world’s 
population is anxiously awaiting the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court and subse- 
quent response of the people? We are 
nearing the threshhold of an _ historic 
moment in the history of our nation and 
indeed of the world. 

Are we prepared for it? Regardless of 
the decision of the Supreme Court, 
Christian people will have to be ac- 
quainted with the moral and spiritual 
issues which are at stake. What are 
these issues? 


Human Rights 





ST 


Ce aed 


1. First of all, there is the issue of | 


human rights. Not only does Scripture 
teach the dignity and worth of every 
person, but also, the Constitution of the 
United States recognizes that man is ‘‘en- 
dowed with certain inalienable rights, 


among them being life, liberty and the 


pursuit of happiness.’’ 


The question then becomes: 
the practice of segregation in the public 
schools promote or hinder the full en- 
joyment of these rights?”’ 
has to be answered. It is inescapable. 
Because it involves the welfare of all 
our people it is a moral issue. To an- 
swer the question intelligently one must 
be familiar with conditions as they have 


existed and now exist in a segregated | 


school system. Likewise, one should 
know the psychological effects resulting 
from segregation. 


As Christian citizens, we are morally 


bound to give serious and thoughtful | 
The welfare and | 


study to these matters. 
dignity of human beings, God’s children, 
are at stake, 

2. A second issue is concerned with 
the expenditure of money. Is it morally 
justifiable to maintain two separate 
school systems, involving a vast outlay 
of money, when this extra expenditure 
could be used in better equipping a sir- 
gle system? A conservative estimate 
would indicate that it would cost the 
South one billion dollars to equalize the 
schools. 
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Is such an expenditure justifiable in 
view of the fact that this money repre- 
sents the sacrifice of life in a nation 
founded upon the principles of freedom? 
This is a serious question to which an- 
swer must be given, and that answer 
must be based upon fact. 


Neighborliness 


3. A third issue comes nearer home 
to the Christian believer, for it is con- 
cerned with the practice of the law of 
neighborliness. Jesus pointed out that 
the teaching of the law and the prophets 
was summed up in the two command- 
ments: ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
great and first commandment. And a 
second like unto it is this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself’’ (Matt. 
22:37-39). The law of neighborliness 
under the Old Covenant applied to the 
material and spiritual needs of all mem- 
bers of the nation alike. The prosperous 
and strong were to provide for the needs 
of the poor and the weak, 

Under the New Covenant this law con- 
tinued to be observed, except that Chris- 
tian believers had the example of Jesus 
to guide them in the understanding of 
this law. Said Jesus: ‘‘A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another; even as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13:34-35). In this connection one 
remembers also the word of Paul: ‘‘Owe 
no man anything, save to love one an- 
other: for he that loveth his neighbor 
hath fulfilled the law. Love worketh no 
ill to his neighbor: love therefore is the 
fulfilment of the law’’ (Romans 13:8, 10). 


It will not be possible to understand 
the application of the law, especially 
with reference to the matter of segre- 
gation, without the spirit of compas- 
sion so evident in the life of Jesus. 


The Golden Rule will be of help in 
trying to discover the attitude and 
course for Christians to take: ‘‘Therefore 
all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: 
for this is the law and the prophets’’ 
(Matt. 7:12). 

4. A fourth issue has to do with the 
influence which the policy and practice 
of our people has upon the rest of the 
world. No issue should be decided solely 
on the basis of world reaction, but it is 
not unimportant, especially when segre- 
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gation is considered an evil thing among 
many peoples of the world, notably in 
communist-dominated countries. In the 
minds of Eastern peoples Christianity is 
identified with the West. If America 
holds to the practice of segregation, 
Christianity will be identified with such 
action. Therefore, this is a time for 
Christian citizens to give serious consid- 
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eration to the whole matter of segrega- 
tion. 

Is such a practice compatible with 
the light and love of Jesus Christ? 
Does it constitute a hindrance to the 
coming of the Kingdom of God upon 
earth? 
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TOP 42 churches: 


1. Hampton, Va., Mrs. W. J. B. Livingston 
2. Ashland, Va. 


3. Lakeside, Richmond, Va., Mrs. R. A. 
Gravatt 

4. Trinity, Atlanta, Ga., Mrs. W. E. Hopper, 
ps 

5. Beechmont, Louisville, Ky., Mrs. C. R. 
Hamilton 

6. Kentuck, Keeling, Va., Mrs. Frank G. 
Robertson 


7. Caruthersville, Mo., Mrs. Cliff B. Smith 


8. Philadelphus, Red Springs, N. C., Mrs. 
E. D. Parnell 

9. First, Hendersonville, N. C., W-O-C and 
Bible Class 


10. Wiltshire, Austin, Texas, Mrs. B. W. Dean 


@ For exceptional achievements in working toward a well-informed congrega- 
tion, these churches, in order, are cited by The Presbyterian Outlook with an 


Award of Merit 


In last year’s Church Paper Week campaign Women-of-the- 
Church leaders, Adult classes, Pioneers or other groups rendered 
distinguished service in securing a notable number of subscriptions 
to The Outlook. Among the hundreds participating, these were the 


HONORABLE MENTION 


11. First, Lake Charles, La., 
Hood, Jr. 

12. Norview, Norfolk, Va., Mrs. D. N. Coble 

13. Church of the Covenant, Houston, Texas, 
Mrs. H. W. Eklund 

14. Mebane, N. C., Mrs. Wm. M. Baker 


Mrs. John T. 


15. First, Bristol, Tenn., Mrs. H. C. Harris 

16. Greenwich, Nokesville, Va., Mrs. A. C. 
Bear, Jr. 

17. Charleston, Miss., Mrs. Carson Hughes, 
Jr. 


18. Sherwood, Fayetteville, N. C., Mrs. L. B. 
McKeithen, Jr. 

19. Graves Meml., Clinton, N. C., Mrs. Chas. 
Tyson 

20. First, Lubbock, Texas, Mrs. Robt. Wright 

21. McAllen, Texas, Treas., W-O-C 





22. Midway, Anderson, S. C. 30. Gatesville, Texas 37. Silver Creek, Lindale, 

23. Fairfield, Richmond, Va. 31. Kingston, Conway, S. C. Ga. 

24. Forest Hill, Richmond, 32. Westminster, Charlottes- 38. First, Raeford, N. C. 
Va. ville, Va. 39. Malvern Hills, W. Ashe- 

25. Hilton Village, Va. 33. Chatham, Va. ville, N. C. 

26. Munson Hill, Falls 34. First, Tupelo, Miss. 40. McKinnon, Concord, 
Church, Va. 35. First, Auburn, Ala. N. C. 

27. Point Pleasant, W. Va. 4%. Velesion Tenns 

28. First, Natchez, Miss. 36. Woodlawn, Birmingham, 

29. Sikeston, Mo. Ala. 42. Third, Houston, Texas 


MAY THEIR TRIBE INCREASE! 


After December’s efforts are recorded, a list showing this 
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year’s top churches is anticipated, with the thanks of 
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EDITORIAL 


Were Amendments 
Considered? 


In the current debates on union it is 
to be expected that differences of opin- 
ion will appear. It should not be ex- 
pected that there will be distortions or 
misrepresentaiions of facts. 

Doubtless some critics have felt that 
they had grounds for so believing or 
they would never have charged that the 
hundreds of suggestions for improve- 
ment and amendment of the Plan of 
Union were “entirely disregarded and 
pushed aside.”’ 

The facts are completely the reverse 
and everybody ought to be told. 

In the first place, the suggestions and 
amendments offered by individuals and 
groups within our church were carefully 
correlated by our own representatives. 
Then they were considered by represen- 
tatives of the negotiations committee in 
prolonged sessions several weeks before 
Cincinnati. Then, in Cincinnati, the 50 
members who were there from the three 





churches spent long hours, day and 
night, going even into minute details, 
with the last-minute suggestions pre- 


sented along with the earlier list. 


The men who oppose union certainly 
did not feel that these suggestions were 
not considered. They were there for the 
long hours of discussion. 

What was cast aside in Cincinnati was 
done within our own committee where 
our people voted down unanimously a 
proposal for postponement; that was all. 


The USA Statement 

It is interesting to note the reactions 
to the recent Letter to Presbyterians 
(OUTLOOK, Nov. 16, 30) issued by the 
Presbyterian, USA, General Council and 
generally regarded as primarily the 
product of Moderator John A, Mackay. 

The isolationist press and its followers 
have reacted as might be anticipated. 

The Scripps-Howard papers, taking a 
lead from a World-Telegram (N. Y.) 
editorial, brushes off the quotation of 
Isaiah about, ‘‘Come, let us reason to- 
gether.’’ It doesn’t want any time 
wasted in negotiations or around confer- 
ence tables. 

A Scripps-Howard feature’ writer 
jumps into the fray to attack Dr. Mac- 
kay, using as a blunt instrument the 
well-worn charges of Dan Poling while 
he tried at the same time to throw some 
of the tar from the stick brandished last 
summer by J. B, Matthews. The result 
is not very pretty. 

Then the Fundamentalist press came 
along, echoing the materialistic appeal 
of the World-Telegram under the guise 
of a higher spirituality! One Funda- 
mentalist comment appeared alongside 
the original article in a publication gen- 
erally catering to big business interests. 
Such tie-ins are extremely interesting, 
like the one last summer in connection 
with the Oxnam hearing before the Un- 
American Activities Committee. At that 
time it was revealed that a little coterie 
of Fundamentalists got ‘‘inside’’ infor- 
mation and front seats at the hearing 
through Congressman Jackson’s office. 
Such shenanigans suggest that there is 
more that really ought to be told. 

A religious publication within our 
bounds followed the line of the World- 
Telegram and these others. This, how- 
ever, is not surprising, for the same 
writer for that publication got nation- 
wide publicity a few years ago (Jan. 1, 
1948) when, under the title of ‘‘Christian 
Realism,’’ he demanded that the U, S. 
go to war immediately by dropping 
bombs on Russia! 

This audacious idea was such an 
affront to the Christian conscience of 
America that a storm of protest arose 

and finally (Feb. 16) the writer felt 
compelled to apologize for including his 
proposal, which he still espoused, in a 
religious paper. 

Therefore, the paper’s current criti- 
cism of the USA statement needs to be 
understood in the light of its own idea 
that the way to meet the current im- 
passe with Russia is to bomb its stra- 
tegic centers. 





It is good to see the uniformly good 
response to the USA letter that has 
come from many strong Christian, Jew. 
ish and other sources, including the 
most influential of the great newspapers 
of the nation and the leading weekly 
publications. Their understanding and 
support is impressive. 

The New York Times, for example, 
gave it front-page attention, printed the 
long statement in full, and followed with 
editorial support, urging that it be read 
and pondered by every American, 

‘A more profoundly anti-Communist 
document,’’ it said, ‘‘could hardly be 
imagined.”’ 

Look, also, at the front-page column of 
that influential Atlanta Christian lay- 
man, Ralph McGill, editor of The Con. 
stitution, as he writes: 


“. , It is a document which al] 
thoughtful Americans of whatever faith 


ean, and will, approve. 
“No stronger anti-Communist docv- 
ment has ever been published. But it 


is much more than that. It is more and 
more becoming obvious that if we are to 
move from ‘sensation to sensation,’ and 
that if the people are not made aware of 
the shrewd and sinister forces operating 
behind the cloak of attacking commu- 
nism, then all we treasure may be lost. 
Some even seek to destroy our public 
schools... . 

“It is not, for example, Senator Joe 
MeCarthy’s opposition to communism 
which disturbs an increasing number of 
American people. It is that in hearings 
carried on by him, and by committees 
adopting his philosophy and ambitions, 
there has developed a technique of ac- 
cusation which, if allowed to run un 
checked, will destroy our _ greatest 
strength—which no spy can steal or sell 

faith in one another... . 

‘‘Any person who seeks social justice 
for a minority race is sure to be at- 
tacked as ‘communist.’ Any person who 
approves the United Nations and who 


denes the lies by Minute Women, for | 
who speak of the UN as a | 
find himself | 

Men and | 


example, 
‘Moscow _ creation,’ 
called a Communist. 
‘vomen who joined perfectly legitimate 
organizetions during the war, which 
later came to be infiltrated by subver- 
sives, find themselves accused as ‘mem- 
bers of a subversive organization,’ 
though it was not at the time of their 
membership. 

‘Fanatic groups, such as the Minute 
Women, for example, define their own 
‘Americanism.’ They call it ‘100% 
Americanism.’ Anyone who differs with 
it isn’t ‘American.’ No greater service 
could be done the cause of communism 
than for Americans to become afraid of 
one another, and to cry ‘Communist’ at 
everyone who holds a different opinion. 
We are now at the dangerous point 
where there are persons who think that 
those who hold opinions which differ 
from theirs are ‘Communists.’ 

‘‘As the Catholic Bishops and Presby- 
terians have pointed out, these are im- 
moral weapons which destroy a democ- 
racy by dividing the people. 

“Let us not destroy ourselves.’’ 


will 
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DIE WITH YOUR MOUTH SHUT 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Hast thou heard a word? Let it die 
with thee: 
Be of good courage, it will not burst 
thee.” Ecclesiasticus 19:10. 


ATTIE,”’ said her mother-in-law, 
“die with your mouth shut.’’ 

It must have been hard advice to 
hear, harder still to take. For Mattie 
(as we shall call her) was not by nature 
a silent woman, and if ever a woman 
had cause to speak in bitterness of 
spirit, it was she. Women have gone 
onto the front pages for less than Mattie 
was suffering at the time. It was easier 
for her mother-in-law to give the advice 
than for her to take it. For the older 
woman was, after all, only a spectator 
of a tragedy, while Mattie was its chief 
victim. No, it was not easy advice to 
take. It might have been simpler if 
death had come quickly, but the sum- 
moning angel was long delayed. 


It was sixty years before Mattie 
died, but she kept her mother-in-law’s 
counsel and went to her grave with 
her mouth shut. 


The stories she might have told, the 
bitter words another woman might have 
spoken, many a just and reasonable 
complaint, were sealed into the casket 
and buried with her. No one ever heard 
them, none outside a very few older 
members of the family even suspected 
them. 

She was a woman wise as she was 
brave. Nothing is easier than for a 
woman to complain; nothing more re- 
lieving to the mind than to give away a 
piece of it now and then. To suffer in 
silence is far more painful than to suffer 
with screams. Nevertheless she was 
wise. The situation was intolerable, yet 
she bore it. There was nothing what- 
ever that could be accomplished by talk, 
except to relieve her mind; and she 
chose to remain unrelieved. She could 
have added to the tragedy only the 
minor horror of a futile wail. 


Yes, it was sound advice. We might 
all take it. 


Rare is the life without tragedy; but 
rarer still is the tragedy that can be 
lightened by talking about it. And when 
one gets the story only by ear, or half- 
guesses at it from neighbors’ hints, 
there is even less point in passing it on. 
Die with your mouth shut. The story 
will not burst you. Keep it inside. Keep 
it dark. It may be a highly explosive 
story, but so long as you keep it on ice 
it can do no harm. 
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HE SUM of human bitterness, injus- 

tice, gross or petty cruelties frus- 
tration, hatred and desperation, is great 
enough as it is. If by a word fitly spoken 
you can right a wrong or reclaim a 
wrong-doer, then speak by all means. 
But if your telling only adds one more 
shade to the darkness of life’s picture, 
if all you can add to dismal facts is a 
dismal story of the facts, then die with 
your mouth shut. 


That means you may have to look 
more cheerful than you feel. The way 
to keep a secret is not to let anyone 
think you have a secret. Get that mys- 
terious, woebegone look off your face. 
Don’t hint that you ‘‘could a tale un- 
fold’’ to freeze your listeners’ blood. If 
there’s no burying the skelton and you 
have nowhere to keep it but a closet, 
then don’t even shut the closet door, 
hang your prettiest frocks out in front 
of it, and never look that way when 
company is about. 

If it is memory that haunts you, don’t 
get a haunted look. Let the lights burn 
long at night and keep company close 
by, for ghosts do not walk in lighted 


places full of laughter. If haunted you 
must be, let that be a matter between 
vou and the nightly visitant that rises 
out of memory’s bitter ashes. Even if 
the horror visits you by day, do not keep 
looking into the corner where it lurks, 
or if you must, look bravely through it. 


Remember that such ghosts cannot 
be seen by any eyes but yours. 


ETTER persons than yourself have 
died with their mouths shut, It is 
part of the goodness of saints that, being 
reviled, they revile not again. And One 
came, greater than all the saints. What 
he knew of the inner life of his neigh- 
bors and his friends, their treacherous 
thoughts and secret sins, must have 
weighed sorely on his heart, but he 
made no sign. What he suffered from 
the mockery of his brothers, from the 
envious anger of his fellow-townsmen, 
from the calumny of the cheap and the 
contempt of the proud, we shall never 
know, for he never told. What his body 
suffered on the cross we know too well. 
But what his soul went through on the 
road to Calvary, and on that darkling 
hill, has never been known. 
The Lord Jesus died with his mouth 
shut. 
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Educational excellence. 
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Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Profes- 
sor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
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and social activities. For catalog 
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upon the Bible and (2) join a crusade to 
C H U R C H N EW S recruit new followers to Christ. Dr. 
Judd also declared: ‘It is not the 
business of the church to run the state, 


Judd Points Way TO _—ibut it is the church’s business to dis- 


° cover and proclaim eternally righteous 

Solution of Problems | taws of Goa and to send Christian men 

and women into politics to apply God’s 
What can a Protestant Christian do laws—not regulation of the state from 

in a world of conflict and confusion? Without by Christian bodies, but trans- 

Congressman Walter H, Judd (R.-Minn.), formation of it from within by Christian 

former missionary to China, answered Persons. God's principles plus God’s 

this question in Kansas City’s Festival Persons equal God’s program for the 

of Christian Faith. Congressman Judd world.” 

told the 8,000 people who gathered to Industry-Clergy Day 

celebrate the 436th anniversary of the Featured in K. C. 

Protestant Reformation that they must An Industry-Clergy Day is held each 
(1) rededicate themselves to faith based day under sponsorship of the Downtown 
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Kiwanis Club of Kansas City. On this 
day some major industrial plant js 
visited by ministers of all faiths in an 
effort to gain a better understanding 
between business leaders, labor unions 
and the spiritual guides of the commu. 
nity. This year almost 200 ministers, 
rabbis and priests visited the Sheffield 
steel plant. They toured the plant, were 
luncheon guests of the company, hear 
short talks by representatives of man. 
agement and labor and, at the end, felt 
they had gained a clearer understanding 
of some of the problems of modern in. 
dustrialism. The annual observance is 
deeply appreciated by all who partici- 
pate. 


Missouri Glad to Have 
Its Own Regional DRE 

The Synod of Missouri is glad to an- 
ticipate the service of a full-time direc. 
tor of religious education within its 
bounds when Theo. Jaeger, Jackson pas. 
tor, begins this work. Heretofore the 
synod has shared with Arkansas in the 
time and service of one man. Mr, 
Jaeger succeeds John Spragens, now 


director of youth work for the Assembly. | 


Celebrations Arranged in 
St. Louis and St. Joe 

Westminster church, St. Louis, re. 
cently commemorated 100 years, with 
J. Layton Mauze of Central church in 
that city, and former moderator of 
synod, bringing greetings. . . . In &t. 
Joseph, the First church plans its cen- 
tennial observance in February when 
Assembly’s Moderator Frank W. Price 
is the featured speaker. At the same 
time the church will welcome three for- 
mer pastors: George Mauze, San An- 





tonio, Texas; George H. Vick, Charles- 
ton, W. Va.; and Robert L. McLeod, Ft. 


Lauderdale, Fla. . . . Upper Missouri 











i eee 
A Pocket Prayer Book 
A Pocket Book of Power 


Two of the most popular books by 
Ralph S. Cushman, each containing 
Scripture, prayers, quotations, 
verse, and poems by the author. 
Handsomely printed and bound in 
imitation leather with gold stamp- 
ing and red edges. Vest-pocket 
size. Both in gift box, $1.00, post- 
paid. Order from 


Che Uyper ive 


The world’s most widely used 
devotional guide 


1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 
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On this presbytery plans a special convocation 


Plant is | with Dr. Price during his visit to the 
hs in an 


synod. 
rStanding ” 
r Unions | prought Causes 
commu | severe Distress 
ninisters, 


Sheffield The prolonged drought throughout the 
Midwest has produced serious condi- 


> ae tions. Recently the Roman Catholic 
of man. Bishop of Western Missouri directed that 
end, felt | Prayers for rain be included in every 
rstanding | ™2SS of each church in the diocese. In 
odern in. | # section of the country where agricul- 
vance js | Ue is predominant, the weather and 
Y partici. the churches are intimately related and 


devout people throughout this area have 

been uniting in prayer that the winter 

rains and snows will begin soon. 
WILLIAM E. PHIFER, Jr. 
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aves Invites Negro Members 
aS in the St. Petersburg, Fla. (RNS)—The 64 
an. Mr. Protestant congregations which form the 
ns, now | United Churches of St. Petersburg have 
‘ssembly. | invited the city’s 17 Negro churches to 
become members. 








OUis, re- 
irs, with 
hurch in | 
rator of | 

In &t. 
its cen 
ry when 
W. Price 
he same 
hree for- 
San An- 
Charles- | 
Leod, Ft. 
Missouri 






NOW is the time 
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o..” ANNUITY GIFTS 
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Annuity Gift Plan with notable success. The provisions of this Plan 


+. ational Bibles enable you to accomplish two most desirable results with one trans- 
. action. 


- $2 to $25 at leading You buy an annuity which returns you a dependable semi-annually 
’ Bible stores everywhere income for the rest of your life, and which may even be set up so as 
to continue paying the same returns to a survivor. 
























After the annuity obligation is met in full, your original gift becomes 
part of the mission funds of our Board and helps to spread the Gospel 
in foreign fields. 
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a You thus have the advantage of distributing your own estate while 

j KING JAMES (AUTHORIZED) VERSION yet alive, but without loss of needed income. Liberal tax exemptions 
k j are also worth considering. 

@ These and other features of our Annuity Gift Plan are set forth in an 

wer j informative booklet, ‘‘A Guaranteed Life Investment with Mutual 

—— Benefits for Yourself and Others’’. Write for a free copy today, 
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@ No. 67 in a series on congregational singing 


TYPES OF HYMN TUNES 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


In most standard hymnals, hymns are _ Trinitas, 
grouped and classified according to the 2. German Chorale. Shaped by Lu- 
topics of the texts. Tunes can also be’ ther for the German Reformation, these 
classified and it may be of interest to sturdy chorales have passed into the 
hymn lovers to know the main types of major hymnals of Christendom. Pas- 
hymn tunes, sion Chorale: ‘“O Sacred Head, now 

In the following list I shall devote wounded’’ 96; Lobe Den Herren: ‘Praise 
only a sentence or so to comment. Then ye the Lord, the Almighty’ 3; Lasst Uns 
I shall cite one or two typical examples Erfreuen 4; Nun Danket 289; Ein’ Feste 
and mention the texts which they usually Burg 41. 
accompany. Finally I shall mention a 8. Genevan Psalm Tune. Calvin’s mu- 
few other tune names which illustrate sician, Louis Bourgeois, created many 
this type. The numbers are from the of these strong melodies to accompany 
Hymnal for Christian Worship. the metrical psalms. Old Hundredth: 

1. Plainsong. Originally unaccompa- ‘‘All people that on earth do dwell” 7; 
nied and unharmonized, these beautiful Donne Secours; Toulon; Command- 
melodies are among the most ancient in ments; Nunc Dimittis. 


the hymnal, Veni Emmanuel: ‘‘O come, 4, English Psalm Tune. Dignity and 
O come, Emmnauel”’ 63; Divinum Mys- spiritual strength characterize the fol- 
terium: “Of the Father’s love be- lowing tunes used with English metrical 


gotten”; Veni Creator, O Lux Beata psalmody. Dundee: ‘God moves in a 





A Gall to Every Pastor 


he 9 a Vow ear 
Evangelistic Emphasis 


THE NINE-MONTH CHURCH YEAR 
IS CLOSING 


What better occasions during the year than the Birthday 
of the Christ and the beginning of the New Year to call people 
to enlist for the Master! 


Suggestions for special emphasis: 


1. Solicit prayers of whole congregation. 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." 


2. Set as “Ingathering”’ days: 
Christmas Sunday — December 20 
Last Sunday of Year — December 27 
First Sunday of New Year — January 3 


3. Conduct classes on ‘‘What It Means to Be a Christian.” 
4. Plan lay-visitation contacts in reaching the unreached. 
5. Expect much from God — Attempt much for Him. 


DIVISION OF EVANGELISM, Board of Church Extension 
712 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia 
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mysterious way’’ 45; St. Anne: “Oy 
God, our help in ages past’’ 40; South. 
well 149: Dumfermline, Martyrs. 

5. 18th Century British. The century 
of the Methodist revival included also 
Handel’s influence as well as a certain 
musical revolt against the dominance of 
psalmody. Easter Hymn: “Christ the 
Lord is risen today’’ 102; Adeste Fideles: 
“O come, all ye faithful’’ 69; Duke 
Street 267; Miles Lane 114. 

6. Victorian Hymn Tune. This group 
of 19th century British hymn melodies 
includes many of the most widely known 
tunes of the church. Nicaea: ‘‘Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty’ 1; 
Aurelia: ‘‘The church’s one foundation” 
228; Lancashire 191; St. Gertrude 199; 
Regent Square 8. 

: 3 Contemporary British Tune, 
Vaughan Williams, Holst, the Shaw 
brothers, Somervell and other compos. 
ers have created tunes remarkably ex. 
pressive of their accompanying texts, 
Sine Nomine: ‘‘For all the Saints’’ 284: 
Welwyn: ‘‘O brother man, fold to thy 
heart’’ 254; Kings Weston; High Road; 
Charterhouse; Little Cornard. 

8. American Hymn Tune. American 
tunes are classified in various ways. | 
shall mention but three groupings. 

a. Lowell Mason. Tunes of this mu 
sical pioneer outnumber other early 18th 
century American composers in most 
hymnals. Olivet: ‘‘My faith looks up 
to Thee’”’ 211; Missionary Hymn: ‘‘From 
Greenland’s icy mountains’’ 265. 

b. Gospel Song Tunes. The latter part 
of the 19th century witnessed the emer- 
gence of these catchy tunes for use in 
mass evangelistic meetings. ‘‘I love to 
tell the story’’ 186, and ‘“‘Blessed assur- 
ance’”’ 216. 

ec. 20th Century Tune. St. Dunstan’s: 
‘‘He who would valiant be’’ 193; Fealty: 
“I bind my heart this tide’’ 169, 

9. National Folk Tunes. Most of the 
following melodies are either traditional 
folk tunes or else they possess in marked 
degree a national flavor. 

a. America, Protection 212; Cleansing 
Fountain 98; Negro Spirituals 316-319. 

b. England. Greensleeves 300; Forest 
Green 56. 

c. Wales. Ar Hyd Y Nos 30, Hyfrydol 
62, Ebenezer 249, 

d. Scotland. Selma 226. 

e. France. Picardy 337; Orientis Par- 
tibus 299. 

f. German. In Dulci Jubilo 70; Puer 
Nobis Nascitur 78, 

g. Finland. Finlandia 215. 

h. Holland. Kremser 10; In Babilone 
54. 

i. Ireland. Slane 174; St. Columba 51. 

j. Russia. St. Petersburg 203; Rus 
sian Hymn 281. 

For further reading on hymn tunes: 
Benson, The Hymnody of the Christian 
Church, ch. 6. 


NEXT WEEK: What Is the Hymn So 
ciety of America? 
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THE PRINCE OF PEACE AND A 


WARLESS WORLD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 20, 1953 
Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:2, 5-7; Luke 2:3-14 


Is there any real hope for a warless 
world? 

Isaiah, who is generally considered to 
have been the greatest of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets assures us that there is. 
He lived in an age when war was con- 
sidered to be one of the natural activi- 
ties of men. Assyria, the cruelest na- 
tion of antiquity, living off the spoils of 
war, was the dominant world power. 
During the early years of Isaiah’s min- 
istry the northern tribes were carried 
captive; a few years later Judah was 
threatened. Isaiah, however, did not 
jose faith in God or in God’s purpose for 
mankind 


1. Peace on Earth 


In Isaiah 2:2-4, with the Assyrian 
menace still on the horizon, the prophet 
predicted that the time would come 
when wars should cease and peace would 
be established throughout the earth. 
Three things in particular strike us 
about this prophecy: 

1, There will be a legal settlement of 
disputes. Isaiah did not claim that dif- 
ferences would cease to arise between 
various peoples, but he did predict that 
such disputes would be settled in ac- 
cordance with law, not human law but 
divine law. 


“Many peoples shall come, and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth the Law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem. He shall judge between the na- 
tions, and shall decide for many peo- 
ples.”’ 


2. There will be universal disarma- 
ment. The time will come, says Isaiah, 
when the nations ‘‘shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning hooks.’’ His idea is that 
law and justice will be so thoroughly 
accepted as the basis of international 
relations that nations will no longer find 
it necessary to arm themselves, but will 
turn their energies and resources to the 
production of goods, to constructive 
rather than destructive ends. 

3. The military system will finally dis- 
appear. War will become such an utter 
impossibility that nations will cease even 
to teach their young men the art of war. 
As Isaiah puts it, ‘‘Nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.’’ He could 
not have predicted in any plainer lan- 
guage the utter disappearance of war 
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and all its concomitants from the face of 
the earth. 

But when is this ideal to be realized? 
Isaiah says ‘‘in the latter days,’’ mean- 
ing simply ‘‘in the days to come.”’ ‘“‘It 
shall come to pass in the latter days,’’ 
he writes, sometime in the future, ‘‘that 
the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains . . .’”’ etc. The prophet 
does not mean that Mount Zion shall 
actually become the highest mountain 
in all the world and elevated physically 
above the hills, or that all nations will 
actually send their representatives to 
such a temple to learn God’s will; he 
means rather that the day will come 
when the nations will accept God’s will 
and act in conformity with his laws; 
when world tribunals shall be erected 
which shall decide with equity, in ac- 
cordance with God’s eternal law, in 
cases of international disputes, and when 
these just decisions shall be accepted 
without resort to war. In that day the 
nations shail beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into prun- 
ing hooks. ‘‘It shall come to pass in 
the latter days. . . .’”’ In his first pre- 
diction Isaiah is no more definite than 
that. 


ll. Through the Messiah 


In a later prophecy Isaiah is a bit 
more definite. Assyria, at the time, 
was marching steadily westward and 
crushing relentlessly the smaller nations 
that stood in the way. Isaiah sees no 
immediate deliverance. In chapter 8 
he describes the terrors of the Assyrian 
invasion, ending with a prediction of 
“distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish,’’ and the ‘‘thick darkness’’ into 
which all will be thrust (8:22). He pro- 
ceeds, however (in chapter 9) with a 
prophecy of hope, a promise of light, 
the prediction of final deliverance. 

1. The Joy of the Deliverance, 9:1-3. 
Zebulon and Naphtali were tribal areas 
in Northern Palestine, directly west of 
the Sea of Galilee, and north of the 
Valley of Jezreel. ‘‘Galilee’’ was a 
geographical term covering all the terri- 
tory of these two tribes and the sur- 
rounding areas as well. It was called 
“Galilee of the nations’? because the 
area was inhabited in part by pecples 
other than the Hebrews. This was the 
region first depopulated by the Assyrian 
conqueror, Tiglath-pileser, some years 
before this prophecy was delivered (see 
II Kings 15:29); the part of the land, 
therefore, on which the reproach of for- 
eign dominion will have lain longest 


when the deliverance comes. This de- 
liverance is described as usual in the 
past tense, the tense of prophetic cer- 
tainty, 


What Isaiah means is that the dark- 
ness of oppression and sorrow will be 
suddenly dispelled by the shining of a 
great light and hailed with shouts of 
rejoicing by an emancipated nation. The 
process of depopulation, the result of 
deportation and war, will be arrested 
and reversed, and the followers of the 
true God multiplied in number. It is 
generally recognized that the reading of 
the KJV for vs. 3, ‘‘not increased the 
joy,’’ is wrong. It should read as in 
the RSV: “Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, thou hast increased its joy; they 
rejoice before thee as with joy at the 
harvest, as men rejoice when they di- 
vide the spoil.’’ 

The whole prophecy acquired a new 
and surprising significance when the 
good news of the Kingdom began to be 
proclaimed by our Lord first in Galilee 
(Mark 1:14-15). We know, as Isaiah did 
not, that the light was to come through 
the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. 

2. The Nature of the Deliverance, 
9:4-5. Isaiah was thinking of the over- 
throw of the Assyrian tyranny, not real- 
izing that the deliverance would come 
much later and on a far greater scale. 
“The yoke of his burden’”’ (vs. 4) meant 
for him the Assyrian’s irksome yoke; 
the staff for his shoulder’ was the staff 
with which Judah’s shoulder had been 
beaten; ‘‘the day of Midian’’ referred to 
the time when Gideon broke forever 
the power of the Midianites (Judges 6-8). 
Vs. 5 is hopelessly obscure in the KJV. 
It is clearer in the RSV: ‘For every 
boot of the tramping warrior in battle 
tumult and every garment rolled in 
blood will be burned as fuel for the 
fire.’ It is another prediction of the 
final end of the carnage caused by war. 
The conqueror’s brutal boot, the blood- 
stained garments of their victims shall 
be forever consumed, 


3. The Agent of the Deliverance (9:6). 
Almost certainly the child here de- 
scribed is the same child previously 
mentioned in 7:14—the child born to 
some unknown Jewish maiden. This 
child, we are now told, shall sit upon 
the throne of David, combining in his 
single person the insight of the states- 
man, the might of God, the loving care 
of a father, and an effective will for 
peace. 

First, he shall be called 
Counselor’? (to be taken as a single 
phrase, as in the RSV), one who is 
wonderful in his insight, in his counsel. 
Second, he shall be called ‘‘Mighty 
God.’’ Says Skinner: ‘These two titles 
ascribe to the Messiah the two funda- 
mental virtues of a ruler, wisdom and 
strength, both in superhuman measure.”’ 

The two remaining titles describe the 
character of the Messiah’s government 


“wonderful 
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as (a) paternal and (b) peaceful. The 
first attribute indicates that the prom- 
ised deliverer will serve as a father to 
his people, not for a day or a generation 
but forever. ‘‘The whole series of 
names,’’ says Alexander Maclaren, ‘‘cul- 
minates in the ‘Prince of Peace’ which 
he is by virtue of the characteristics 
expressed in the foregoing names.’’ Be- 
cause he is the Prince of Peace he will 
establish peace among the nations, and 
in every individual heart which accepts 
his reign. 

4. The Extent of the Deliverance, 9:7. 
The throne of the Messiah will be es- 
tablished and supported, declared Isaiah, 
not by force and conquest, but by the 
moral qualities of justice (rather than 
‘‘judgment”’ as in the KJV) and right- 
eousness. It is a kingdom which will 
continue to grow and shall never end. 

As we look out upon the present world 
situation, is it possible even to hope for 
such a government? Certainly not if 
we rely on human agencies alone. But 
Isaiah had faith in God even as we 
must have at the present time. ‘The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this,’’ 
promised Isaiah. 

But are we to rely on God alone? A 
popular Sunday school commentator re- 
cently wrote: 


‘‘The world needs peace. Selfish na- 
tions and conniving politicians and god- 
less men are never going to bring peace 
by their efforts to this blood-soaked 
earth; yet thank God for One who is 
almighty and omnipotent, who some day 
will fulfill the dreams of the hearts of 
millions of men of every age and bestow 
upon the earth a lasting peace. Until 
that time shall come let us not waste 
our energies and possessions in foolish 
attempts to bring about some temporary, 
superficial, limited peace by the easily 
broken covenants of men, but let us give 
ourselves day and night to preaching 
the only gospel by whom alone men may 
have eternal life.”’ 


Is this advice sound or unsound? I 
would say, thoroughly unsound, Mothers 
will agree that we must make every 
effort to maintain the peace in our own 
times, even if it should prove to be only 
a limited and temporary peace. And 
besides, God calls statesmen and ordi- 
nary people like the most of us into his 
service, and it is through us that his 
will becomes effective in human life. 
We are to preach the gospel of course, 
but we are to work also to make that 
gospel effective in the whole of life. 


lil, Among Men With Whom 
God Is Pleased 


Five hundred years and more went 
by and Isaiah’s vision of a world at 
peace seemed impossible of fulfillment— 
unless one nation extended its power 
over the world and held all other na- 
tions in subjection. To many, no doubt, 
it seemed as though that time was near. 
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Rome had conquered a large part of the 
civilized world. Many of the conquered 
people were restless, but they seemed 
impotent. A weakened Persia hung on 
Rome’s borders. There were untamed 
tribes beyond the Rhine and the Danube. 
The teeming millions of the Far East 
seemed very far away. Rome, so it 
seemed, was to be the eternal city whose 
reign over mankind would endure for- 
ever. Wars did indeed seem more remote 
than ever before in the history of man- 
kind, more remote than in many periods 
since. But there were at least a few 
who saw that the peace was only illu- 
sory. 

It was to humble shepherds, who un- 
derstood human nature and God’s pur- 
pose for men better, it may be, than 
the sophisticates of their day, that the 
message of the angels came: ‘‘Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy which will come to 
all the people’’—not to Jews only, or to 
members of the Roman Empire, but to 
all the people—‘‘for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior’’—the 
wisdom of the Greeks, the invincible 
might of Rome will not suffice to save 
you; the Deliverer of all mankind will 
be rather the one in whom God himself 
will work for the establishment of his 
righteous reign among men, even as 
Isaiah and the other prophets had fore- 
told—‘‘to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ 


the Lord. ‘And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a babe wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.”’ 


And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God and saying, ‘‘Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom he is pleased.” 
So the RSV and other modern versions 
read, though a footnote in the RSV re- 
minds us that other ancient authorities 
read, ‘“‘peace, goodwill among men.” 
Christ does bring peace and goodwill to 
men. ‘For the individual he brings 
peace with God, peace in the else dis- 
cordant nature, peace amid storms of 
calamity—the peace of submission, of 
fellowship with God, of self-control, of 
received forgiveness and_ sanctifying. 
For nations and civic communities he 
brings peace which will one day hush 
the tumults of war and burn chariots 
and all warlike implements in the fire. 
The vision tarries because Christ’s fol- 
lowers have not been true to their Mas- 
ter’s mission, but it comes, though its 
march is slow. We can hasten its ar- 
rival.’’ So wrote Alexander Maclaren a 
few years back. His closing words em- 
phasize the truth found in the reading of 
the RSV—‘‘peace among men with whom 
he is pleased.’’ Peace is available 
through Christ, but peace is found by 
the individual, or by the nation, or in 
the world only among men in whom 





God is pleased. 

What then shall we do to hasten the 
day when peace will prevail throughout 
the earth? Open our own hearts to the 
peace of Christ? Of course. That js 
basic. Offer that peace to other men, 
as we are able? Indeed yes; that, too, 
is fundamental. But this is not enough, 
We must also labor to make that peace 
effective in all human relationships, and 
especially now in international relations, 

Our present Secretary of State, an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church, last 
Christmas suggested three areas of 
effort: 


‘1. Let our people intensify their de- 
termination to perfect an organization 
for world peace and justice. The United 
Nations has not realized all our hopes. 

The novelty has worn off. Confi- 
dence has been impaired. Difficulties 
have emerged which, at first, were over- 
looked. But we need not be discouraged, 
What has to be, can be. When it is 
suicidal not to have world order, then 
world order is possible. . . . 

‘2. Let our people intensify their de- 
termination to respect human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. Our discrimina- 
tions, at home and abroad, are not only 
a moral blot on our so-called Christian 
civilization, but they are a major in- 
ternational hazard. . . . Substantial ad- 
vances have been made. But our Chris- 
tian people have too long seemed half- 
hearted in their determination to end 
un-Christian discrimination. They have 
too much tried to shift the responsibility 
to government. The responsibility is, 
first of all, a private one. If our re- 
ligious people will arouse themselves to 
a dramatic effort to end racial and re- 
ligious discriminations, then they will 
again be putting their freedom to an 
ennobling and satisfying purpose... . 

“Let our people, as private persons, 
more bountifully dispense aid and com- 
fort to those who are materially less 
fortunate, If freedom is to seem 
worthwhile, free man must show that 
they are freely responsive to moral ob- 
ligations. .. . 

‘Many more suggestions could be 
made. But if our free people will dra- 
matically show that freedom provides 
the qualities of spirit, of mind and of 
action needed to lead the way to world 
order, to observance of human rights, to 
practice of the Golden Rule, then free- 
dom will again become the force that 
puts despotism to rout. Then a new 
era of liberation will be ushered in.” 
(From The Christian Century, Decem- 
ber 24, 1952) 


“Peace on earth, good will to men,” 
surely that is our prayer this Christmas 
season, but let us not forget that the 
promise is ‘peace among men with 
whom he is pleased.’’ 

The question is, What is God’s pleas- 
ure for each of us, for all of us together, 
at the present time? Only as that ques- 
tion is put and answered shall we find 
the peace which we seek—for ourselves 
or others, 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





— 


~ — eeEE—E————Eeee 




















A } 
Franc 
New | 


Sout 
histor: 
has it 
own | 
has g 
only i 
recen’ 
tory, 
to thi: 
Histo! 
going 
the a 
New: 
half 
the h 
highl: 
kins 
today 
of Sc 
nomi 
socie 
ceed: 
balar 
the « 
hesit 
mult 
invai 

Pr 
spite 
the 
char 
The 


relig 
attit 
he ¢ 
Hol; 
(in 

twee 
ner¢ 
grol 
bott 
piet 
the 

mat 
not 

atti 
Sou 
tive 





DEC 


nthe 
ighout 
to the 
hat is 
men, 
t, too, 
10ugh, 
peace 
S, and 
itions, 
e, an 
1, last 
as of 


‘ir de- 
ization 
United 
hopes. 
Confi- 
culties 
- Over- 
raged, 
it is 
, then 


‘ir de- 
ts and 
imina- 
t only 
ristian 
or in- 
al ad- 
Chris- 
1 half- 
o end 
' have 
sibility 
ity is, 
ur re- 
ves to 
nd re- 
y will 
to an 


‘rsons, 
| com- 
y less 
seem 
vy that 
‘al ob- 


Id be 
ll dra- 
ovides 
ind of 
world 
hts, to 
1 free- 
e that 
a new 
d in.” 
lecem- 


istmas 
at the 
. with 


pleas- 
yether, 
> ques- 
re find 
"selves 


ghted by 
Churches. 
Version. 


JTLOOK 





oe 











BOOK NOTES 


A HISTORY OF THE SOUTH. By 
Francis Butler Simkins. Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York, 1953. 681 pp., $7.50. 


Southerners, at least, should know the 
history of their own region, for the South 
has its own peculiar problems and its 
own peculiar traditions, and the past 
has grown out, and can be understood 
only in the light, of the past. The most 
recent and up-to-date single-volume his- 
tory, and therefore the best single guide 
to this history is Francis Butler Simkins’ 
History of the South. It is a thorough- 
going revision (fifty per cent new) of 
the author’s earlier ‘‘The South Old and 
New: A History 1820-1947.” More than 
half of the revised edition is given to 
the history of the South since 1865, which 
highlights the fact that Professor Sim- 
kins is primarily interested in the South 
today. The volume deals with all aspects 
of Southern life, including politics, eco- 
nomics, education, culture, literature, 
society and religion. The author suc- 
ceeds on the whole in giving a well 
balanced picture of Southern life from 
the earliest to the present, but does not 
hesitate to express his judgment on a 
multitude of matters, some of which will 
invariably invite dissent. 


Professor Simkins believes that de- 
spite all recent progress the mind of 
the South remains essentially un- 
changed. How is this to be explained? 
The author believes it is due largely to 
two factors: (1) the persistent Southern 
religion, and (2) the South’s unyielding 
attitude toward race. ‘‘Superficially,’’ 
he concludes, ‘‘the dissimilarity between 
Holy Rollers and upper-class churchmen 
(in the South) was the difference be- 


tween intense emotionalism and man- 
nered restraint. Nevertheless both 
groups were fundamentally Southern, 


both dominated by orthodoxy, natural 
piety, and hostility to rationalism, and 
the spirit of free enquiry in Biblical 
matters. Conservatism in religion did 
not rank far behind traditional racial 
attitudes as significant causes for the 
South’s retention of its regional distinc- 
tiveness.”’ 

It is the racial note which more than 
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any other is sounded throughout the 
volume, and necessarily so, for it is the 
Negro who, more than others, has di- 
rectly or indirectly shaped the Southern 
mind and influenced the peculiar course 
of Southern history. Problems related 
to the Negro remain the South’s greatest 
problem, and he who would aid in the 
solution of them would do well to know 
how the present is rooted in the past. 
For this, if for no other reason, I 
strongly recommend that Professor Sim- 
kins’ volume be read by every thought- 
ful Southerner. 

The author sees no sudden break in 
the South’s tradition, even if the Su- 
preme Court rules that segregation in 
the schools is unconstitutional. ‘‘Most 
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prophets,’’ he acknowledges, ‘‘believed 
that the region below the Potomac would 
ultimately incorporate the Negro in the 
main stream of its social, economic and 
political life; yet in 1952 there were few 
signs of this expected revolution.”’ 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
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